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The wheel must turn, and we should help it, not hinder.
The waves of religious thought rise, and fall, and on the
topmost one stands the * prophet of the period '.
Ramakrishna came to teach the religion of to-day, con-
structive, not destructive. He had to go afresh to
Nature to ask for facts, and he got scientific religion,
which never says, {< Believe," but, " See ; I see, and
you too can see."   Use the same means and you will
reach the same vision. God will come to everyone,
harmony is within the reach of all. Sri Ramakrishna's
teachings are (the gist of Hinduism ' ; they were not
peculiar to him.  Nor did he claim that they were ; he
cared naught for name or fame.

He began to preach when he was about forty ; but
he never went out to do it. He waited for those who
wanted his teachings to come to him.   In accordance
with Hindu custom, he was married by his parents in
early youth to a little girl of five, who remained at
home with her family in a distant village, unconscious
of the great struggle through which her young husband
was passing.  When she reached maturity, he was
already deeply absorbed in religious devotion. She
travelled on foot from her home to the temple at
Dakshineswara where he was then living, and as soon
as she saw him she recognized what he was ; for she